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The brief
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Carbon Farming Initiative - guidance on carbon farming

› Technical guidance on setting up Carbon Farming Schemes (CFS), at a level of 
detail and granularity that could be a basis for an EU-wide or Member State 
policy

› how to encourage and enable CFS

› how to quantify possible financial incentives for additional climate performance

› take account of/build on different regional conditions

› scheme design, operational requirements, communication, eligibility

› potential for cooperation

› Focus on result-based mechanisms
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Audience

› Institutions setting up regionally 
appropriate Carbon Farming Schemes

Format

› Accessible, relevant, timely, concise and 
clear

› Illustrated by case study examples

› Decision trees, key steps, sources of 
further information

Carbon Farming Initiative - guidance on carbon farming

Audience and format



For each one, is there evidence that it can significantly reduce net carbon 
emissions within the area to which the scheme is intended to apply, 
without serious adverse effects on other environmental objectives?

Do not pursue the idea of a 
scheme for this mechanism 

unless new evidence emerges.No

Are there potential indicator(s) for this mechanism that fully meet 
the criteria for use in a result-based carbon farming scheme?

Yes

Can indicator(s) be developed 
with more research? No

Consider an action-based 
scheme 

No

Yes

Yes

No

Are farmers likely to accept the level of risk associated with 
this type of result-based carbon farming?

Consider developing a ‘pure’ result based scheme

Consider hybrid or action-based scheme

No

Yes

Identify the full range of potential carbon farming mechanisms 
relevant to the area within which scheme development is 

proposed 

Has this type of result-based carbon farming 
scheme been shown to work in an EU context?

Consider developing a 
full-scale scheme

Consider developing 
a pilot project first

Can the proposed indicator(s) form the basis of a cost effective MRV system? 

Yes

Feasibility of Carbon Farming Scheme

Yes



Key design elements of a result-based Carbon 
Farming Scheme
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Thank you! 
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See: Technical guidance for setting up and implementing result-based carbon 

farming mechanisms in the EU (forthcoming)

Contact: Clunie Keenleyside: ckeenleyside@ieep.eu

mailto:ckeenleyside@ieep.eu

