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CEFIC COMMENTS ON 

“ROADMAP FOR A LOW CARBON ECONOMY BY 2050” 

 
 
Cefic would like to comment on the “Roadmap for a low carbon economy by 2050” 

public consultation as published by the Commission on October 27, 2010.  
 

The European chemical industry continues to be instrumental towards reducing its 
carbon footprint. The chemical industry and its European voice, Cefic, are key 
contributors of solutions to the political debate about reducing emissions throughout 

the economy. The chemical industry is a provider to all manufacturing processes, 
investing in modern and innovative technologies and providing carbon-efficient 

products and services throughout the value chain. Such products and services will 
enable other sectors and end customers to reduce emissions to such an extent that 

every ton of carbon emitted for the manufacturing of chemicals can be compensated 
for by saving emissions several times the initially emitted amounts. 
 

While the Commission document may serve as a thought starter, it points out the 
perspective of emission reduction targets of 80-95% by 2050 for developed 

countries. However, such numbers need further reflection in view of obvious, 
already known uncertainties and mindful of steeply rising emissions i.e. in emerging 
economies. It is therefore worth considering feasibilities of targets in a global 

perspective and together with countries that are less far ahead in time - with the 
readiness to adapt the outlook according to emerging and future scientific findings. 

In general, resulting policy measures should enable carbon-efficient solutions cost-
efficiently, thus excluding long-term subsidies or unilateral, unfair burdens on EU 
economies. 

 
The document refers to the binding policy framework already put in place in Europe. 

However, the established policies cover until now only a fraction of the total EU 
emissions, namely those from ETS sectors. A larger part of the EU emissions 
remains unregulated or is subject to diverse national legislation.  

 
The chemical industry will welcome market-driven competition between and secure 

availability of diverse energy sources provided that required infrastructures are put 
in place. 
 

Other than stated in the EC document, complex regulatory frameworks such as the 
EU ETS do not necessarily lead to global ghg emission reductions. Instead, studies 

reveal that emission reductions claimed by EU governments came about as a result 
of domestic de-industrialisation, outsourcing of manufacturing to other world 
regions with higher emissions and through importing of manufactured goods often 

with a heavier carbon footprint. 
 

Cefic agrees that a roadmap towards better regulation in all EU and national policy 
fields must consider measures bringing about more sustainable growth, extra jobs, 
accelerated innovation, cleaner air, increased energy security and lowering our 

vulnerability to external energy shocks.  
 



08-12-2010 Cefic Comments on 2050 Roadmap Consultation

          

    

For more information contact Peter Botschek (pbo@cefic.be) 2 

However, Europe cannot move alone. Ambitious EU targets for 2050 must be 

accompanied by equally strong binding commitments from major trading partners to 
have a true effect on climate change mitigation. We agree that intermediate targets 
could be useful but should be carefully defined; and that a proper balance between 

the EU ETS and other sectors must be struck. Cost efficiency, prevention of carbon 
leakage, public sector financing and a move towards compliance on the EU level are 

key considerations in achieving our objectives without seriously endangering 
European employment, competitiveness and overall wealth. 
  

A feasible trajectory towards 2050 should be presented mindful of global policy 
scenarios and resulting consequences should be laid out openly enabling consumers 

and voters to make a judgement. Thorough impact assessments should be giving 
special consideration to availability of financing, skills and resources – as well as to 
the consequences for competitiveness, wealth and sustainable prosperity in Europe, 

including impacts on the sector level. 

 
Cefic is offering support and willing to contribute to the development of a sustainable 
roadmap. 


