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Report

On 18 September 2024, the European Commission (EC) services organised the second
meeting of the informal Expert Group on the Geological Storage of Carbon Dioxide
(E03924). The meeting brought together the Competent Authorities (CAs) from Member
States (MS) and European Economic Area (EEA) countries in Brussels and online. The
objective of the meeting was an exchange of information on recent developments, both at
level of European Union (EU) policies and at national level. The meeting was structured
as follows:

e Introduction

e Net-Zero Industry Act (NZIA) implementation in relation to the CO2 storage
capacity target

e Updates from MS

e Updated CCS Directive guidance documents

Meeting participants

e Member States Representatives
e Commission services
e EFTA Surveillance Authority secretariat

Introduction

The meeting started with a high-level introduction by the EC, highlighting the importance
of Industrial Carbon Management (ICM) solutions for reaching climate neutrality by 2050,
as well as the indispensable role of national CAs in supporting the large-scale deployment
of ICM technologies throughout the single market.

The Commission also provided an analysis of the Innovation Fund project portfolio and
the Innovation Fund 2023 call applications, with a focus on ICM projects. The introduction
was followed by the formal adoption of the rules of procedure and agenda of the meeting.

The key take-aways from the Q&A with the MS are as follows:



A MS suggested the topic of penalties for obligated entities to be discussed during
future meetings.

NZIA implementation

The key points/topics presented by the Commission include:

MS should provide the notification of authorised entities by 1 October 2024.
Overview of potentially obligated entities, using Rystad data.

MS should make data available on all areas where CO2 storage is permissible by
the end of 2024, and if necessary, enact rules to oblige oil and companies to make
data on hydrocarbon sites that have been / are being decommissioned publicly
available.

By the end of 2024, and then annually, MS should send progress reports to the
Commission, on any national support measures, national strategies, a mapping of
CCUS projects in progress, etc.

Key elements of the upcoming delegated regulation and delegated decision
(identification of relevant entities, de-minimis threshold, list of obligated entities,
methodology to calculate the contribution of obligated entities, etc.).

The key take-aways from the Q&A with the MS are as follows:

Several MS asked clarification questions on the transparency of geological data
requirements. Regarding the statement “MS should make data available on all areas
where CO2 storage is permissible”: the Commission stated that the data should
include where it is legally possible to store CO2, and all other relevant assessment
data (e.g. if an assessment has been done regarding the possibility to store CO2 in
certain areas). The goal is to provide a level-playing field for potential investors in
storage infrastructure.

Following questions & comments from several MS, the Commission stated that it
would consider providing a template for the annual progress reports, and more
guidance.

Following questions & comments from several MS, the Commission stated that in
case legal entities are joint ventures with multiple shareholders, the legal entity is
obligated, and not the shareholders. The Commission asked MS to come up with a
division of oil and gas production amongst licence holders, in case a licence is held
my more than one entity. The Commission asked MS to provide the aggregated
production per entity (across all authorisations), with the individual authorisations.



Updates from MS

During the tour de table, Member States informed and updated the group about the CCS
chapters in their draft updated NECPs; progress in the development of national CCS
strategies; storage site explorations and storage permit applications; recent changes in
regulatory frameworks; expected changes with regards to allowing CO. storage on their
territories and other recent developments.

Updates CCS directive guidance documents

The Commission reminded to MS that guidance documents have been published, and that
capacity building workshops will take place on the 17 and 19 September 2024. The
Commission also outlined the most significant changes introduced in the latest version of
the guidance documents, based on the comments of MS.
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