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After poverty (28%), climate change is considered to be the most serious problem facing the world by respondents
in Germany (26%, well above the EU average of 15%).

Nearly two-thirds of respondents said they had taken action to fight climate change (66%) in the past six months,
higher than the EU average (49%), including: 

• Trying to reduce waste and regularly separate it for recycling (81%)
• Trying to cut down consumption of disposable items like plastic bags (69%)
• Buying locally produced and seasonal food (60%, an increase of 16 percentage points since 2013)
• Choosing energy-efficient new household appliances (53%)
• Using environmentally-friendly alternatives to private cars (52%, well above the EU average of 36%)

An overwhelming majority of respondents (96%) agree that fighting climate change will only be effective if all
countries of the world act together. More than three-quarters (79%) agree that fighting climate change and using
energy more efficiently can boost the economy and jobs in the EU. The vast majority (91%) believe that it is
important that their government sets targets to increase the amount of renewable energy used, such as wind or
solar power, and provides support for improving energy efficiency by 2030 (90%).
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