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Report

On 18 June 2025, the European Commission services organised the fifth meeting of the
Expert Group on the Geological Storage of Carbon Dioxide. The meeting brought together
the representatives from Member States (MS) and European Economic Area (EEA)
countries. The meeting took place in a hybrid format, in Brussels and online. The meeting
was structured as follows:

e Introduction

e Regulation 2024/1735 “Net-Zero Industry Act” implementation (1), focusing on the
Delegated Regulation and Commission Decision

e Regulation 2024/1735 “Net-Zero Industry Act” implementation (I1), focusing on
Article 21 reporting

e Presentation of France’s plan for an exploration drilling support scheme

e Regulation 2024/1735 “Net-Zero Industry Act” implementation (I11), focusing on
net-zero strategic project status, single point of contact, national penalties, and
possible agreements under Article 23(5)

e Next Expert Group meetings in 2025
Meeting participants

e Member States Representatives
e Commission services
e EFTA Surveillance Authority secretariat

Introduction
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The Commission opened the meeting and started by highlighting the successful start of
two important carbon capture and storage (CCS) projects: Silverstone and Northern Lights.

The Commission presented ongoing EU policy initiatives relevant for Industrial Carbon
Management (ICM), including the Communication ‘The Clean Industrial Deal: A joint
roadmap for competitiveness and decarbonisation’, next steps under Regulation
2024/1735, ICM-relevant Horizon Europe calls, upcoming ICM-relevant
recommendations on the Industrial Emissions Directive, and ICM support under the
Innovation Fund.

Net-Zero Industry Act implementation (1)

The Commission provided an overview of the Delegated Regulation specifying the rules
on the identification of authorised oil and gas producers and the accompanying
Commission Decision specifying the pro-rata contributions from obligated entities.

The Commission presented the different definitions and the information that must be
included in the obligated entities’ reports under the Delegated Regulation. The
Commission also clarified the necessary content of the obligated entities’ compliance plans
under Article 23(4) of Regulation 2024/1735, which had to be notified by 30 June 2025.

The Commission highlighted the aspects where feedback and comments of Member States
and stakeholders during consultation phase have been taken into account and provided
answers to questions and clarification requests sent by Member States.

Net-Zero Industry Act implementation (I1)

The Commission presented the new webpage of the Directorate-General for Climate
Action dedicated to the EU 2030 CO:- injection capacity target. The webpage will include
Member States and obligated entities’ reports under Regulation 2024/1735.

The Commission presented key insights from Article 21 reports submitted by Member
States and presents the draft reporting template for the annual reports from 2025 onwards.
In addition, the results of a compliance review of the notified Article 21 reports were
presented, highlighting gaps and good practices.

Presentation of France’s exploration drilling support scheme

France gave a presentation of its strategy to enhance CO. storage capacity through an
exploration drilling support scheme. The presentation also covered public perception,
recent legislative changes, and geological mapping.

The Commission initiated an open discussion on other Member States’ initiatives to
explore storage potential and an upcoming tender under Horizon Europe to support aquifer
storage appraisal.



Net-Zero Industry Act implementation (111) next steps

The Commission initiated a discussion on existing support in Member States for net-zero
strategic projects, including via a single point of contact. The Commission clarified that
the recognition of eligible CCS projects as net-zero strategic projects should be automatic.
A discussion with Member States followed.

The Commission initiated a discussion on penalties under Article 23(13) of Regulation
2024/1735, highlighting the intention to monitor the implementation of penalty schemes
and offering the possibility to organise a dedicated meeting for the 11 Member States with
obligated entities. Several Member States explained their current plans for the penalty
schemes.

The Commission requested Member States inputs and demands regarding possible
additional delegated acts under Article 23(12) of Regulation 2024/1735, including on
compliance agreements between entities.

Future Expert Group Meetings

The Commission invited Member States to propose topics for discussion in future expert
group meetings. Member States suggested topics for upcoming sessions. The Commission
proposed holding the December meeting in person.

The Commission outlined its suggested 2025 work programme for the CCS Expert Group
with 2 more meetings planned in 2025:

e 15.10.2025 - Topics considered:
o Implementation of Regulation (EU) 2024/1735;
o Public acceptance of CO; storage;
o Update on industrial carbon management studies.

e 3.12.2025 - Topics considered:
o Implementation of Regulation (EU) 2024/1735;
o COg specification in CCS permits;
o Financial contribution & mechanism in practice.
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