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Report

On 19 February 2025, the European Commission (EC) services organised the fourth meeting of
the Expert Group on the Geological Storage of Carbon Dioxide. The meeting brought together the
representatives from Member States (MS) and European Economic Area (EEA) countries. The
meeting took place in a hybrid format, in Brussels and online. The meeting was structured as
follows:

e Introduction

e Regulation 2024/1735 “Net-Zero Industry Act” (NZIA) implementation
e NZIA Atrticle 21 reporting results from Member States

e Presentation of the Norwegian geodata sharing platform DISKOS

e Expert Group 2025 working programme

Meeting participants

e Member States Representatives
e Commission services
e EFTA Surveillance Authority secretariat

Introduction

The meeting starts with the Commission informing Member States that notifications under Net-
Zero Industry Act (NZIA) Article 21 were received. The Commission describes the timeline and
deadlines for various obligations under NZIA, including the submission of plans by obligated
entities, the publication of a monitoring report by the European Commission, the notification of



obligated entities by Member States, and the introduction of penalties by Member States. The
Commission describes the volumes of CO> expected to be captured under successful Innovation
Fund projects and expected injection capacity under Innovation Fund projects. The Commission
describes the research programme relevant for CCUS under the 2025 Horizon Europe programme.
The Commission describes the support available to Member States under the Technical Support
Instrument and the Commission’s knowledge sharing work. Several Member States provide an
update on Net-Zero Strategic Projects.

The Commission reminded the MS on their obligation to:

1) Establish Single Points of Contact (Art. 6)
2) Recognise Net-Zero Strategic Project status to relevant ICM projects (Art. 13(3))
3) Lay down penalties (Art. 23(13))

NZIA implementation

The Commission presented the different elements of the draft delegated regulation on the
identification of entities subject to a contribution and the exemption threshold. The delegated
regulation will be coupled with a Commission decision assigning the contributions. Details on the
entities” annual reporting will be laid out in the draft delegated regulation. Next steps include a
public consultation and a consultation of the Expert Group. The Commission explains that an
assessment will take place once the injection capacity plans are submitted by obligated entities by
30 June 2025.

NZIA Article 21 reporting results

The Commission provided an update on the reporting of geological data by Member States under
Article 21(1). A public website is planned to display the reported data. The storage investment
atlas could help harmonise the national reporting of geological data.

Presentation of the Norwegian geodata sharing platform DISKOS

The Norwegian Offshore Directorate gave a presentation of the Norwegian platform DISKQOS, a
data repository used for hydrocarbon production, CO; storage, and offshore wind. The importance
of user fees to maintain a storage atlas was highlighted. Contractual obligations prevent DISKOS
users from further data dissemination.



Expert Group 2025 work programme

Discussion topics include NZIA implementation, penalties, public acceptance, and CO;
specifications. One participant mentions that CO specifications is a critical topic. Another
participant suggests adding relevant European Commission initiatives to the programme.

The Commission outlined its suggested 2025 work programme for the CCS Expert Group and
stated that it planned 3 more meetings in 2025:

e 18.06.2025
e 8.10.2025 (tentative)

e 11.12.2025 (tentative)
The following topics were suggested by MS:

e One MS (BE) suggested “New European Commission policy initiatives” as a topic to
discuss in upcoming meetings.

e Iceland suggested “CO, stream composition” as a topic to discuss in upcoming meetings.
Two MS agreed (NL, DK).

e One MS (NL) suggested “Different ways for obligated entities to meet their contribution
obligation” as a topic to discuss in upcoming meetings.
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